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The text 

It was already 11.30 and I was still running around finding the last few things I needed to throw in my suitcase. I had to be at school by noon to leave for the trip of a lifetime: Europe with my French teacher and 15 friends.

The trip was 16 days in July, but for me it had begun in November when my French teacher, who was planning to go to England and France, showed us slides and told stories of past trips. Starting in London would let us begin our trip with a new culture, but the same language.

Arriving in London and getting to our hotel wasn’t too out of the ordinary, the only difference was driving on the other side of the road. No trip to London would be complete without seeing Big Ben, Westminster Abbey, St. Paul’s Cathedral and a changing of the guard at Buckingham Palace. We even ate at the original Hard Rock Café. Everything was different, from the clothing styles and accents to what people eat for breakfast and drive for cars. Even street crossings were different.

When it came the time to leave, we boarded the Eurostar* and zoomed through the tunnel under the English Channel to Paris.

Paris itself was absolutely fabulous. We had five days there, so we were really able to take in the Paris experience. From the top of the Eiffel Tower, we could see the entire city. The best part of Paris was eating at the cafés, browsing at the stylish boutiques, exploring the open-air markets, and wandering through Montmartre, the art district.

Travelling to Europe with friends and experiencing its cultures was the opportunity of a lifetime. I was able to see firsthand how different life is around the world. I wish I could go back and learn what European life is really like instead of seeing it as a tourist.








 Lisa K., Williamsville, NY (adapted)
* High-speed passenger train operating between London, Paris and Brussels.
I- Reading Comprehension (………../ 6marks) 
1) Tick (() the right alternative (……../1mark)

· Lisa is going on a school trip from :         a/ London to Paris.

                                                                              b/ New York to Europe.

                                                                              c/ Sydney to London.

2) Are the following statements true or false? Tick (() the right box (………/2marks)

	Statements
	True
	False

	a- The departure was at midday.
	
	

	b- She travelled in the summer.


	
	

	c- They drive on the right side of the road in London.
	
	

	d- She stayed longer in Paris than in London.
	
	


3) Answer the following questions (……../1marks)

a- What did the French teacher do to encourage the students for the trip?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4) Tick (() the right function (………/1mark)
‘I was able to see firsthand how different life is around the world’

a- Ability in the present

b- Inability in the future

c- Ability in the past

5) What does the underlined words in the text refer to? (………/1mark)
“it” (parag. 2)  ……………………………….

“there” (parag. 5) ………………………………..

II- Language (………../ 8marks)

Exercise1: Write the verbs/words in the correct tense or form. (………/2.5marks)
Dear Mum and Dad,

 I have been in London for three days now and I (enjoy) ………………………… myself very much. The (fly) ……………………… here was great and enjoyable. In fact, I think it was the most wonderful journey I have ever had. We landed in the morning and then a coach (take) ………………………… us straight to the hotel. The (wonderful) …………..........  of London are incredible! After (have) ……………………. a rest in the hotel, we went for lunch at a Chinese restaurant. It was a little experience but the food was more delicious than I had expected. I really wish you were here with me.

Exercise2: Fill in the blanks with words from the box. (………/2.5marks)


  I was at a big comprehensive school of nearly 2000 students. I often wished it had been smaller,  you know. However, because it was so big there was a wide (…………………. of subjects, and  I liked that. Besides, the teaching was very good and there were lots of extra (……………………… activities. I played in the school orchestra  -not very well- and (……………………….. to produce the school newspaper. I think comprehensives could be improved. A lot of my friends left at 16, and they now regret it. They wish they had remained longer. (…………………… of them would have done very (………………….. academically, if they had been encouraged enough. Still, maybe things are different now.

Exercise3: Circle the right alternative. (………/3marks)
    I go to a mixed school and I have many friends there. I sit next to Christopher. He is a very    (unusual/usual/ usually) pupil. He (is/was/were) lazy and noisy but he (never/always/so) gets the best marks in all the subjects. I am good (in/at/on) maths, biology, and languages however I don’t like geography. It is a difficult subject and it’s not (optional/obligation/compulsory). Besides, the teacher Mr Brown isn’t friendly at all. Last week, he punished me because I didn’t (draw/drew/drawn) the map. I wished I could only study the subjects I like.

III- Writing(………../ 6marks)

Write a report for your school magazine about prep schools in Tunisia.

Give information about pupils’ age/school day/ breaks/ attendance/ uniforms/ subjects etc……..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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